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During the War they were abused without stint,
but this criticism had only the effect of making
them more stubborn. They naturally became Re-
publicans after the War and furnished some of
the votes which made Reconstruction possible.
With these may be classed the few Northern men
who remained in the South after the downfall of
the Reconstruction governments.

There was another class of people in the South,
some of whom had been rabid secessionists and
whose Republicanism had no other foundation
than a desire for the loaves and fishes, The sala-
ries attached to some of the Federal offices seemed
enormous at that time and, before the prohibition
wave swept the South, there were in the revenue
service thousands of minor appointments for the
faithful. These deputy marshals, "storekeepers
and gangers," and petty postmasters attempted
to keep up a local organization. The collectors of
internal revenue, United States marshals, other offi-
cers of the Federal courts, and the postmasters in
the larger towns controlled these men and therefore
the state organizations. These Federal officials
broke the unanimity of the white South, and they
were supported by thousands of negroes. Some
individuals among them were shrewd politicians,